INTRODUCTION
Coastal zones are home to three-quarters of the world's population. 1 The term 'coastal zone' refers to a geographic space or territory that plays an important role in territorial planning and development.
2 Integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) programs consist of several initiatives aimed at achieving balanced development and physical organization of terrestrial and marine space and include assessment of the vulnerability of specifi c areas to different natural and anthropogenic events.
In a contemporary context, it is essential to study options for land-use planning using knowledge and perspectives of ICZM, which was promoted as a paradigm for ocean and coastal management by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 1992. The sustainable development of the coastal zones of the planet was a major theme in Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, the Programme of Action from Rio.
3 ICZM is widely regarded as an indispensable tool for coastal planning and management and for involving community participation by means of a process of integrated planning. This may be accomplished at various levels, including at a large scale such as regional sustainable development plans.
4
ICZM and land-use planning programs in Cuba have been developed similarly. However, a complete integration of both programs, as a way to guarantee the sustainable development of Cuban coastal ecosystems, is still a challenge for planners, administrators and decision makers.
This article aims to carry out an analysis of the application and integration of ICZM and land-use planning programs in Cuba taking into consideration a theoretical and methodological evaluation of both programs at the international level. The article is developed through three stages. In the fi rst stage, a methodological and evolutionary analysis of ICZM programs worldwide and a description of the evolution and application of these programs in Cuba are carried out. The second stage evaluates the origin and development of land-use planning programs and their integration with ICZMs on the international and national scale. In the fi nal stage, the strengths and weaknesses of ICZM and land-use planning programs in the Cuban context are analyzed, emphasizing the need for program integration for the sustainable development and planning of coastal zones.
SCIENTIFIC, THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL DISCUSSION ON INTEGRATED COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS
The development processes of ICZM programs internationally tend to be similar. Nevertheless, there are different approaches and criteria for the defi nition of the coastal zone for management purposes. The literature consulted includes a number of approaches, including those initiated by the World Bank, 5 the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 6 and the World Coast Conference.
7 Each initiative has developed its own approach regarding steps and defi nitions of coastal limits and/or management areas (see Table 1 ).
Some of these organizations recommend for the delimitation of coastal zones the inclusion of all coastal resources and all related activities of interest, or demarcating the marine limit at 200-nautical miles. Others do not give any recommendation at all for the delimitation of coastal limits, although there is a well established need for setting boundaries. At the same time there is a common
